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W e l c o m e  R e d u c t i o n e e r s ,  t o  T h e  S h a r p s  S h o o t e r .  

I ' v e  g o t  t o  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  t e r r i b l e ,  a n d  s u r p r i s i n g  n e w s  a b o u t  s i n g e r ,
s o n g w i t e r ,  p o e t ,  S h a n e  M a c G o w a n .

S u r p r i s i n g ,  g i v e n  h i s  l i f e ,  t h a t  h e  l a s t e d  t h i s  l o n g ,  a n d  s u r p r i s i n g ,
g i v e n  h e  l a s t e d  t h i s  l o n g ,  t h a t  h e  w o u l d n ’ t  l a s t  f o r e v e r .  I ’ m  t r u l y  s a d
a b o u t  h i s  p a s s i n g .  

L i k e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r  I r i s h  f o l k  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  b e f o r e
a n d  a f t e r  m e ,  I  f i r s t  m o v e d  t o  L o n d o n  a s  a  t e e n  i n  t h e  1 9 8 0 s .  W e  d i d
t h e  d r i n k i n g ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s i t e s .  W e  w o r k e d  d o w n  o n  t u b e  l i n e s ,  w e
c a s h e d  G i r o s  ( d o l e  c h e q u e s ) ,  a n d  p o o l e d  m o n e y  f o r  b o o z e .  W e  o f t e n
m a d e  t h e  c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  b u y i n g  f o o d  o r  b u y i n g  b o o z e ,  a n d  w o k e  u p
h u n g o v e r  a n d  h u n g r y ,  a n d  a l l  t o  t h e  m u s i c  o f  T h e  P o g u e s .  O u r  l i v e s
w e r e  l i k e  t h e  l y r i c s  o f  a  P o g u e s  s o n g .

I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  e v e r  a  s o n g w r i t e r  t h a t  g o t  w h a t  i t  w a s  l i k e
b e i n g  a n  I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t  i n  L o n d o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  q u i t e
l i k e  S h a n e  M a c G o w a n .  

I ’ m  n o t  e v e n  s u r e  e m i g r a t i n g  n o w  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  8 0 s ,  7 0 s ,
6 0 s  a n d  a n d  o n  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  N o  d o u b t  t i m e s  c a n  b e  j u s t
a s  t o u g h ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  s a m e .  T h e  w o r l d  i s  d i f f e r e n t  n o w  t h a n  i t  w a s
b e f o r e  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y ;  t i m e s  c h a n g e .  T h e r e ’ s  a  s a y i n g  ” t h e  p a s t  i s  a
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y ,  t h e y  d o  t h i n g s  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h e r e . ”  

T h i s  i s s u e  w e  p a y  t r i b u t e  t o  S h a n e  a n d  a l l  h e  m e a n t  t o  s o  m a n y .
B u t  i t ’ s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t  o u r  l o s t  f r i e n d .  W e  h a v e  m u c h  m o r e  f o r  y o u  t o
r e a d ,  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  i t  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w
S e s a m e  S t r e e t  i s  h e l p i n g  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r s t a n d  p a r e n t a l  d r u g
d e p e n d e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o p i o i d s .  

I t ' s  s h o c k i n g  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i n  y o u  i n c l u d e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  A m e r i c a n s  t h a t
a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  d i e  f r o m  d r u g  o v e r d o s e  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n
a l m o s t  t h e  s a m e  n u m b e r  o f  A m e r i c a n  o v e r d o s e  d e a t h s  s i n c e  t h e  y e a r
2 0 0 1 ,  a s  A m e r i c a n  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  d e a t h s  i n  w a r  s i n c e  t h e y  f i r s t
b e c a m e  a  n a t i o n  i n  1 7 7 5 .  M i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  k i l l e d  i n  w a r f a r e  s i n c e
1 7 7 5 :  1 , 1 8 5 , 5 9 6 .  O v e r d o s e  d e a t h s  s i n c e  2 0 0 1 :  1 , 1 7 7 , 0 2 0 .

W e  l o o k  a t  t h e  u t t e r  n o n s e n s e  t h a t  w a s  P h r e n o l o g y ,  a n d  g e t  f e s t i v e  b y
l o o k i n g  a t  h o w  p s y c h e d e l i c  d r u g s  h e l p e d  c r e a t e  o u r  i m a g e  o f
C h r i s t m a s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n o t h e r  r a n t  f r o m  P a d a d o z  M a h o n e .

S a f e  h o l i d a y s .
T h e  e d i t o r

www.sharpsshooter.com

Welcome
To the Christmas 23 issue of 
The Sharps Shooter Magazine



T H E  M U P P E T S

T A K E  O N

O P I O I D S

Many children experience

confusion and anxiety when their

parents are dependent on opioids.

Sesame Workshop, the non-profit

behind the renowned children's

show Sesame Street ,  aims to

enhance kids'  understanding of

addiction in famil ies ,  fostering

emotional resi l ience for the

present and future.

Ruth Paris ,  an associate professor

special izing in early childhood

trauma, emphasizes the traumatic

impact of a parent's opioid use

disorder on children.  Early

intervention is crucial  to mitigate

the effects on cognitive,

emotional ,  and social

development.

Sesame Workshop, with a grant

from the Foundation for Opioid

Response Efforts ,  plans to create

more videos,  stories ,  and resources

focused on addiction,  treatment,

and healing.  These materials ,

featuring Muppets l ike Karl i  and

Elmo, provide tools for parents,

caregivers ,  social  workers ,  and

therapists to navigate

conversations about addiction

with children aged 1 to 6.

HEALTH NEWS FROM NPR

The resources include coloring books,  short videos,  and

storybooks addressing emotions surrounding addiction.  Karl i ,  a

Muppet with a parent in addiction treatment,  personif ies the

challenges children face.  

In the past ,  Sesame Workshop tackled diff icult issues l ike death

and grief .  The new materials on addiction wil l  be part of Sesame

Workshop's "How to Talk to Kids about Tough Topics"  online

resource l ibrary.

Elmo and Karl i  discuss how
Karli 's  mother is in recovery
for an unspecif ied addiction.

https://sesameworkshop.org/tough-topics/


By Will Stenberg.

MR. FASHION

REMEMBERING SHANE MACGOWAN

I woke up in the early morning to the
news about Shane, and immediately
thought, for some reason, about the
way he spoke of his childhood years
in Tipperary, where his extended
family lived in a small cottage
without running water that doubled
as an IRA safe house. 

Here in rural Ireland young Shane
lived in an atmosphere of myth and
magic, faerie and saints, rosaries and
revolution, beer and whiskey,
profanity, prayers and intense
familial love.

Another crazy Paddy who
would slip between the cracks 

Monthly Magazine

He was drinking beer,  betting on horses,  and
praying to the angels and saints at  five years old
-  that is  when he wasn't  romping around in the
muddy fields or the deep green woods. He spoke
of these times with an aching,  tender longing.  
When he won a l iterary scholarship and left  to
live permanently in England, the sense of
dislocation was intense.  

To hear him tell ,  i t  was as though he had left  a
tribal society with deep roots and traditions to be
thrust into an alien,  industrial  hell ,  faceless and
without love.

Rum, Sodomy
& the Lash. 1985



Then of course there was the
explicit  anti-Irish racism of the
time. The end result  was a total
breakdown, institutionalization,
tranquilizers and electric shock
therapy. 

I  guess they might have thought he
was just another crazy Paddy who
would slip between the cracks and
never be heard from again. They
were wrong and what rose up
would spit  in their faces and
overtake them with its  ferocious
and unyielding beauty.  

The Pogues were his answer to this
dislocation,  a cry of rage and
pride,  an assertion of worth and a
visionary mission. By taking Irish
music into the nascent punk
movement,  he was both a
preservationist  and a radical
innovator.  

But it  wouldn't  have meant so
much without his songwriting.  At
one point there was a website that
annotated his lyrics,  so rife are
they with allusions to Lorca and
Genet,  Irish revolutionary politics
and ancient Celtic myth,  pop
culture,  history and geography. 

Shane was a l iterary genius,  and
those who paid attention knew.
But most of all  his songs had heart,
and a longing -  a longing in the
deep heart 's  core.  I  feel  perhaps it
was a longing for home, a home
that in some ways no longer
existed. 

Shane was a literary
genius



You'll hear a lot of talk in the
press about the drinking and
drugs. Fair enough. He did a lot
of both. But honestly you can
walk into any dive bar worth its
salt and find some old man who
has been relentlessly abusing
himself for fifty years. It's not
really anything to talk about -
unless he's also written some of
the greatest songs of all time. 

These days, everything is
medicalized. And of course
Shane was an addict and
alcoholic. But he always claimed
that derangement of the senses
was his path to creative
inspiration and frankly it's
bullshit to say that never works.
It does however have a price and
I mourn that his final couple of
decades seem to have been
bereft of songs. 

He burned hard and bright until there didn't seem
to be much left to burn. That was his choice. His
final years seem to have been spent in a
wheelchair watching television. 

Occasionally Bob Dylan or Bruce Springsteen
would stop by to meet their hero. But I can't
complain about what he left us. We weren't
entitled to any of it: he gave it freely. He gave it as
a poet, a singer, a bard. A shaman, an exorcist, a
druid. A rebel, a lover, a scholar. An Irishman.
Before Rome's disastrous intervention and
Britain's colonization, there was an Irish
Christianity that grew organically in Ireland and
had pagan roots. The Christ of this tradition was
different from the Christ of Europe. He was a
Druidic Christ who rode the winds, who howled
with the wolves in the wildwood, who spoke with
spirits by secret brooks - and also a Christ of the
hearth, the fire, the mug of ale shared between
friends. 

He was a holy trickster, a magician, a storyteller,
and God. It's this Christ I like to imagine
welcoming Ireland's greatest son home tonight, to
a heaven that looks a lot like Tipperary.

The Pogues



Bruce Springsteen: ‘They’ll Be Singing
Shane MacGowan’s Songs 100 Years
From Now’ Bruce Springsteen paid tribute to

one of his “all-time favorite writers,”
the former Pogues frontman Shane
MacGowan,

 “The passion and deep intensity of his music
and lyrics is unmatched by all but the very
best in the rock & roll canon,” he wrote. “I was
fortunate to spend a little time with Shane
and his lovely wife Victoria the last time we
were in Dublin. He was very ill, but still
beautifully present in his heart and spirit. His
music is timeless and eternal. I don’t know
about the rest of us, but they’ll be singing
Shane’s songs 100 years from now.”

Bono paid tribute  to MacGowan,
“Shane MacGowan’s songs were
perfect so he or we, his fans, didn’t
have to be,” the U2 frontman wrote.

In his Red Hand Files newsletter,  Cave 
recalled how he made an appearance at
MacGowan’s 60th birthday celebration,
where he sang the Pogues‘  “Summer in
Siam” with MacGowan.

The Let Love In singer said the feeling
brought to mind Raymond Carver’s
poem, “Late Fragment.”
“Shane was not revered just for his
manifold talents but also loved for
himself  alone,”  Cave wrote.  “A beautiful
and damaged man, who embodied a
kind of purity and innocence and
generosity and spiritual intel l igence
unlike any other.”

Nick Cave also wrote about his
friendship with MacGowan, with
whom he once sang “What a
Wonderful World,”

REMEMBERING SHANE MACGOWAN

https://wordsfortheyear.com/2014/07/07/late-fragment-by-raymond-carver/


Sometimes there can be a lot of
things going on in your life. You may
be looking for help with a few
different things, and a worker at a
Needle and Syringe Program can
help you.

SERVICES THAT MAY BE ABLE TO HELP

General Practitioners

Naloxone Training Providers

Housing Support Workers

Legal Services

Hep c Testing and Treatment services

Material Aid

Opioid Replacement Therapy

Peer Support Services

Withdrawal Services

Rehabilitation Services

Aboriginal Services
 

Safe 
Holiday 
season

Alcohol and Drug Information Service by
state and terr itory.  Confidential  telephone
counsell ing,  information and referral  service
and operate 24 hours:

ACT (02) 6207 9977

NSW 1800 422 599 (Regional) ,  (02) 9361 8000
(Metropolitan)

NT 1800 131 350

QLD 1800 177 833 (Regional) ,  (07) 3837 5989
(Metropolitan)

SA 1300 131 340

TAS 1800 811  994

VIC 1800 888 236

WA 1800 198 024 (Regional) ,  (08) 9442 5000
(Metropolitan)



The Mushroom that  Became Santa Claus

‘ Twas the night  before Chris tmas ,  when a l l  through the woods

Every shaman was hunt ing for  magica l  goods ;

In tundras so cold ,  there ’s  no ash or  wister ia ,

But  wi th pine they f ind Amanita  muscar ia

To gi f t  to  the v i l lagers  both far  and near ,

And br ighten the winter  wi th psychedel ic  cheer .

Wait ,  that ’ s  not  the vers ion you know?

Professor  Ronald Hutton at  the
Univers i ty  of  Br is to l  has c i ted the 1822
“Night  Before Chris tmas”  poem as the
star t  of  the Santa Claus myth.  But  others
disagree .  In  Mushrooms and Mankind ,
James Arthur asserts  that  “The Santa
Claus ,  and Chris tmas hol iday (of  today)
have metamorphosised out  of  many
older  mythologies and tradi t ions . ”  

Indeed ,  for  Arthur ,  mushrooms are at  the
heart  of  the or ig ins of  Chris tmas .
S imi lar ly ,  Harvard botany professor
Donald Pf is ter  gathers  his  s tudents
together  every December to te l l  a
surpr is ing Santa s tory :  one that  begins
with Amanita  muscar ia  magic
mushrooms.

Samantha Morse



What do you not ice when you look at  the
Amanita  muscar ia  in the image above? I t
looks pret ty  di f ferent  f rom other  magic
mushrooms you might  be fami l iar  wi th .
Above a l l ,  what  makes the Amanita
muscar ia  dis t inct  is  that  i t ’ s  a  br ight  red
mushroom with white spots .

I t  looks a  lot  l ike Santa ’s  red and white
sui t ,  r ight?  There ’s  a lso a  t radi t ion of
these mushrooms being associated with
gnomes ,  “ l i t t le  people” ,  and fa i r ies ;
hence ,  Santa ’s  helpers  at  the North Pole .

The s imi lar i t ies  cont inue when we
consider  the growing condi t ions for
these v iv id shrooms.  Amanita  muscar ia  is
nat ive to the Northern Hemisphere ’s
coni fer  and deciduous woodlands ,  and is
f requent ly  found growing under pine
trees ,  oak ,  spruce ,  f i r ,  b i rch ,  and cedar .  

Red and white “presents ”  beneath a
fragrant  coni ferous t ree? Hm,  sounds a
lot  l ike Chris tmas .

And what  about  those red and white
bulbous ornaments we l ike to hang on
our t rees today? Wel l ,  in  order  to dry out
Amanita  muscar ia  for  consumption ,
shamans would hang the col lected
hal lucinogenic mushrooms on the
boughs of  t rees ,  expla ins S ierra  Col lege
anthropologist ,  John Rush.

Rush a lso recounts  how shamans would
del iver  the dr ied mushrooms as gi f ts  on
the winter  sols t ice ,  which happens the
second to last  week of  December .
However ,  these t ravel ing gi f t -bearers
would f requent ly  encounter  a  problem:
doors were b locked by heavy snow.  The
solut ion came in “an opening in the roof
through which people entered and
exi ted ,  thus the chimney story . ”  What  an
innovat ive way to del iver  hal lucinogens!

Psychedel ic  Mushrooms and 
Chris tmas Tradi t ions



Santa Claus is  a  f igure associated with
magic and wonder ,  generosi ty  and
mirac les .  When you think about  i t ,  those
tra i ts  are largely what  we expect  f rom
shamanic f igures .  Matthew Sal ton makes
this  c la im most  expl ic i t ly  for  the New
York T imes :  “Santa is  a  modern
counterpart  of  a  shaman ,  who consumed
mind-a l ter ing plants  and fungi  to
commune with the spir i t  wor ld . ”
Indeed ,  the Engl ish term “shaman”  comes
from the Russian word šamán ,  which is
der ived f rom samān ,  a  word in an ancient
eastern Siber ian language.  

And a recent  molecular  s tudy a lso
proposes that  the Amanita  muscar ia
mushroom or ig inated in that  S iber ian–
Ber ingian region.  Western explorers  f i rs t
made contact  wi th indigenous Siber ian
groups in the seventeenth century ,  but  i t
wasn ’ t  unt i l  the eighteenth century that
the use of  psychedel ics  was reported.  In
1939 ,  Swedish academic Åke Ohlmarks
popular ized the c la im that  shamans
across Siber ia  use Amanita  muscar ia ,
a lso ca l led the f ly  agar ic  mushroom. A
Hungar ian scholar  named János Balázs
quick ly  substant iated this  assert ion ,
adding that  S iber ian shamans re ly  on
these mushrooms to induce their
t rances .

In recent  years ,  however ,  some
anthropologists  and histor ians have
debated these c la ims about  the magic
mushroom’s  ro le in S iber ian shamanism.
Professor  Hutton ,  for  instance ,  mainta ins
that  these pract i t ioners “very rare ly  took
the mushrooms to get  t rances . ”

St i l l ,  many people are at t racted to the
idea that  these northern ,  snow-dwel l ing ,
spir i tua l  f igures are the prototypes of
our modern story of  Santa Claus .

 

Santa Claus and Shamans Besides Santa ,  re indeer are some of  the
most  memorable Chris tmas icons ,  and
they too have a connect ion to Amanita
muscar ia .
In  fact ,  as  deputy edi tor  of  the
Pharmaceut ica l  Journal  Andrew Haynes
f i rs t  popular ized ,  re indeer eat  Amanita
muscar ia  for  fun!  Haynes hypothesizes
that  they munch on shrooms to “escape
the monotony of  dreary long winters . ”  In
this  way ,  they are much l ike humans and
a range of  other  animals  that  “have a
desire for  a l tered states of
consciousness . ”

Boston Univers i ty  c lass ics  professor ,  Car l
Ruck ,  has a lso observed that  Ruldoph ’s
nose bears  a  s t rong resemblance to the
Amanita  muscar ia  mushroom. Perhaps
the story of  th is  br ight  red nose leading
Santa through a dark s torm is  a  parable
for  how magic mushrooms can guide us
through per iods of  inner darkness .

The reindeer weren ’ t  the only ones
benef i t ing f rom the shrooms.  There are
accounts  of  shamans and herdsmen
drinking reindeer ur ine post -mushroom
consumption.  

And psychedel ic  re indeer pee wasn ’ t  the
only hot  commodity .  In  1736 a  Swedish
colonel  named Phi l ip  Johan von
Strahlenberg ,  who was incarcerated in
Siber ia  dur ing the Great  Northern War ,
publ ished a shocking discovery :
impover ished Koryak people drank ur ine
from weal thier  people who had access to
s igni f icant  quant i t ies  of  Amanita
muscar ia  mushrooms.  In  fact ,
S t rahlenberg reported that  drug-
containing ur ine could cyc le f rom one
individual  to another  up to f ive t imes
whi le  s t i l l  having an intoxicat ing ef fect .

Fortunate ly ,  that  d idn ’ t  work i ts  way into
any of  our  Chris tmas t radi t ions .



VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT APPROVES
HEALTH SERVICES TO HAND OUT LIFE-
SAVING OVERDOSE-REVERSAL DRUG

V I C T O R I A N S  W I L L  B E  A B L E  T O

G E T  A N  O P I O I D  O V E R D O S E

R E V E R S A L  D R U G  D I R E C T L Y

F R O M  A D D I C T I O N  S U P P O R T

S E R V I C E S  A T  N O  C O S T  F R O M

T H I S  W E E K ,  I N  A  M O V E

A D V O C A T E S  S A Y  I S  L O N G

O V E R D U E .

Br idget  McArthur

More than one person every day dies of
an opioid-related overdose in Victoria ,
according to the Coroners Court .  Yet
unti l  now the l ife-saving drug naloxone
was only avai lable when prescribed by a
medical practit ioner ,  or suppl ied over
the counter by a pharmacist .

Naloxone wi l l  be handed out for free by
18 approved providers at 48 needle and
syringe program (NSP) s ites across the
state,  and the Medical ly Supervised
Inject ing Room  

The $6.2 mil l ion state scheme is part of
a federal 'Take Home Naloxone'
program launched last year ,  which funds
health services to give out naloxone for
free without a prescription,  alongside
pharmacies .
But it  has been up to state and terr itory
governments to say which services can
partic ipate — something other states
had already done.  

Victorian addict ion support services
have described the program's launch as
a bittersweet moment .  " It ' s  a super
excit ing day for people at high r isk of
overdose to be able to walk into an NSP
and get naloxone, i t ' s  great ,  but we wish
it was a few months ago," Harm
Reduction Victoria CEO Sione Crawford
said .  "Every month we missed led to
more frustration,  which made it more
diff icult to celebrate this day, but we're
here . "

" I  feel l ike we're celebrating crumbs,"
Youth Projects '  Richie Goonan said .
"Our staff are extremely excited to see
that we wi l l  f inal ly have access to
naloxone," he said .  "They've been wait ing
for it  for a long t ime. "They can see our
cl ients are dying.  If  this was non-drug
using l ife saving medicine it  would
probably already be sorted by now."

"We've learnt that if  we just wait for the
department to move this along it won't
happen," Mr Goonan said .  "But we can
see that there 's a l ight at the end of the
tunnel . "



There is a scene in Charles Dickens’ A

Christmas Carol, where a gentleman asks

Scrooge for a donation to help the poor at

Christmas, and Scrooge replies by telling him

to sod off, 

"Are there no prisons?" asked Scrooge.

"Plenty of prisons," said the gentleman, laying

down the pen again.

"And the Union workhouses?" demanded Scrooge.

"Are they still in operation?"

"They are. Still," returned the gentleman, "I wish I

could say they were not."

"The Treadmill and the Poor Law are in full

vigour, then?" said Scrooge.

"Both very busy, sir."

"Oh! I was afraid, from what you said at first, that

something had occurred to stop them in their useful

course," said Scrooge. "I'm very glad to hear it."

Dickens knew a lot about being poor. When he

was a kid in 1824, his dad ended up in prison

because he couldn’t pay his debts. Debtors’

prisons were horrible places that were

overcrowded, diseased, rat-filled holes, where

people who couldn’t clear the money they

owed were dumped to rot until they paid.

Ironically, if you had some money you could

pay the warders and live an ok life. I’ll put

something about them in the next issue. 

The whole family except Charles himself and

his older sister ended up living in their dad’s

cell, while on the outside, Charles worked like

a dog to raise the money to pay the debts and

get them out. He was twelve years old. 

Eventually, through good fortune, Charles’ dad

came into some cash and the family got out. If

he hadn’t got that money, they might have been

in there for years. You can tell that Dickens

was totally traumatised by his experience of

being poor.

What The Fuck Is Wrong
with Conservatives?

P A D A D O Z  M A H O N E



Through a l l  h i s  books ,  the  wealthy  are

seen as  moral ly  corrupt  and indif ferent  to

the  harrowing struggles  of  the  poor .  The

conservat ive  values  of  the  rul ing c lass  are

shown negat ively  as  a  force  that  upheld

socia l  in just ice .

 

The dehumanis ing ef fects  of  s t icking

rig idly  to  the  c lass  system,  tradit ional

norms and economic pol ic ies  are  c lear ,

and the  conservat ives  look down their

noses  at  the  poor ,  who they  see  as  l i t t le

better  than animals .  Put  s imply ,  the

conservat ives  were  assholes .

Now,  just  l ike  then,  the  rul ing c lass

general ly  lean towards  conservat ive

att i tudes  because  they  have  a  vested

interest  in  keeping the  establ i shed power

systems.  I  don ’ t  just  mean pol i t ic ians ,  but

also  the  ones  who def ine  our  culture .  The

media  magnates ,  the  lobbyists ,  the  super

wealthy  who pul l  the  str ings .  Those  that

bel ieve  they  are  deserving of  the  best

things  in  l i fe  because  of  who and what

they  are ,  and bel ieve  the  poor  are  greedy

i f  they  want  a  better  l i fe .

Their  access  to  educat ion and resources

( including good food,  secure  homes ,  and

daddy ’ s  fr iends)  landed them up at  the  top

end of  town,  no matter  how many t imes

they  te l l  you they  pul led themselves  up by

the bootstraps .  Their  conservat ive  world

view i s  based on what ’ s  good for  them,

rather  than society .

 They are  the  rule  makers .  I t ’ s  they  that

decide  how the  rest  of  us  should behave ,

though they  rarely  see  themselves  as

subject  to  those  same rules .

The laws  they  make are  for  us  to  l ive  by

and for  them to break when i t  suits  them.

Like  Scrooge ’ s  ca l lousness  before  his

transformation,  the  modern conservat ive  i s

focused on punishment  rather  than

rehabi l i tat ion.  The poor  man that  s teals

does  so  out  of  moral  weakness  and should

be punished,  the  r ich man that  s teals  i s

s imply  taking advantage  of  an opportunity .

In  bus iness ,  they  win,  and i f  they  lose ,

they ’re  bai led out ,  so  they  don ’ t  real ly

lose .  Take the  big  banks  who privat i se

their  prof i t s  and socia l i se  their  losses

when we bai l  them out .

Conservat ives ’  v iews  on the  environment

too are  l ike  Scrooge ' s  in it ia l  att i tude to

the  ghost  of  Marley  when he  rocked up in

chains .  The denia l  of  the  evidence that

might  cost  them,  even when i t ’ s  in  front  of

their  eyes .

“You don ’ t  be l i eve  in  me , ”  observed  the  Ghost .

“ I  don ’ t , ”  sa id  Scrooge .

“What  ev idence  would  you have  o f  my rea l i ty  

beyond that  o f  your  senses ? ”

“ I  don ’ t  know,”  sa id  Scrooge .

“Why do  you doubt  your  senses ? ”

“Because”  sa id  Scrooge ,  “a  l i t t l e  th ing  a f f ec t s

them.  A s l i ght  d i sorder  o f  the  s tomach makes

them cheats .  You may be  an  undiges ted  b i t  o f

bee f ,  a  b lo t  o f  mustard ,  a  crumb o f  cheese ,  a

fragment  o f  an  underdone  potato .  

There ’ s  more  o f  gravy than o f  grave  about

you,  whatever  you are ! ”



The re luctance to  address  the  long-term

consequences  of  c l imate  change mirrors

the  short-s ightedness  that  Dickens  spoke

of  when he  wrote  about  Marley ’ s  warnings

for  Scrooge ’ s  future .  Though I  suspect  the

oi l  companies  and mining magnate  c l imate

deniers  know that  the  per i l s  are  very  real ,

but  they  have  skin in  the  game.

Pretending you don ’ t  bel ieve  your  cash

cow is  k i l l ing  the  world i s  eas ier  than

trying to  just i fy  i t .

And then there ’ s  tr ickle-down economics ,

the  central  p i l lar  of  conservat ive

economic theory .  The promise  that  wealth

wil l  eventual ly  work i t s  way down i s

about  as  fanci ful  an idea  as  anything

Scrooge came up against .  Give  wealth  to

the  r ich and they ’ l l  keep i t .  I f  they  didn ’ t ,

we wouldn ’ t  need a  taskforce  to  try  and

get  them to pay  their  fa ir  share  of  tax .

For  me though,  the  greatest  i rony of

conservat ive  att i tudes  i s  the  l ink to

evangel ica l  Christ ian movements .  The way

they  v iew i ssues  l ike  abort ion and

LGBTQ+ r ights  creates  a  moral  landscape

l ike  the  world Dicken ’ s  l ived in ,  where

choices  are  shaped by socia l  expectat ions

and re l ig ious  values .  Though frankly ,  I

think i t ’ s  a  bit  too coincidental  that  many

evangel ica ls  bel ieve  that  God rewards

good people  with money .  Wealthy  =  good,

poor  =  bad.  I t  makes  i t  eas ier  to  treat  the

poor  l ike  shit  i f  you think they  brought  i t

on themselves  through their  bad choices

and immoral  behaviour .

 At  the  end of  A Christmas  Carol  Scrooge

was  transformed,  not  through fear  of  the

future ,  but  by  the  real i sat ion that  a  good

l i fe  i s  not  about  looking after  yoursel f  and

fuck a l l  the  rest .  Scrooge cast  of f  h is

conservat ive  att i tudes  and became a  better

person for  i t .  

Sadly ,  most  conservat ives  don ’ t  see  the

world l ike  that ,  but  more a  f ight  to  get  as

much as  they  can for  themselves ,  and that

ra is ing others  up,  in  some way diminishes

their  pos i t ion in  the  world .  In  the  end

you ’ve  go to  ask ,  what  the  fuck i s  wrong

with conservat ives?

‘A  merry  Chr i s tmas ,  Bob, ’  sa id  Scrooge ,  wi th

an earnes tnes s  that  could  not  be  mis taken ,  as

he  c lapped  h im on the  back .  `A  merr ier

Chr i s tmas ,  Bob,  my good  f e l low,  than I  have

g iven  you for  many a  year .  I ’ l l  ra i se  your

sa lary ,  and endeavour  to  as s i s t  your

s trugg l ing  fami ly ,  and we  wi l l  d i s cuss  your

af fa ir s  th i s  very  a f ternoon,  over  a  Chr i s tmas

bowl  o f  smoking  b i shop ,  Bob .  Make  up  the

f i re s  and buy another  coa l - s cut t l e  be fore  you

dot  another  i ,  Bob  Cratch i t . ’

Scrooge  was  bet ter  than h i s  word .  He  d id  i t

a l l ,  and  in f in i t e ly  more ;  and to  Tiny  Tim,

who d id  not  d ie ,  he  was  a  second father .  He

became as  good  a  f r i end ,  as  good  a  master ,

and as  good  a  man,  as  the  good  o ld  c i ty  knew,

or  any other  good  o ld  c i ty ,  town,  or  borough,

in  the  good  o ld  wor ld .



Phrenology was a racist
pseudoscience and it took
Australia by storm in the 
19th century

For some in the 19th
century,  phrenology
provided answers to
diff icult  l i fe  questions.
(Image Supplied:
Wellcome Collection,
public  domain)

P h r e n o l o g y  i s  c l e a r l y  n o n s e n s e .

T h e  p s e u d o s c i e n c e ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s
d r a w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  a  p e r s o n
f r o m  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e i r  h e a d ,  w a s
c o n t e s t e d  f r o m  i t s  o u t s e t  a n d  w i d e l y
d i s c r e d i t e d  w i t h i n  d e c a d e s .

I t  a l s o  h a s  d e e p l y  r a c i s t  o v e r t o n e s ,
h a v i n g  b e e n  u s e d  t o  p r o p - u p  f l a w e d
i d e a s  o f  r a c i a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  a n d  a c t  a s  a
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s l a v e r y .

B u t ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,
p h r e n o l o g y  t o o k  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t h e
w o r l d  b y  s t o r m  —  i n c l u d i n g  A u s t r a l i a .

T h i s  w a s  m o s t l y  t h a n k s  t o  a  g r o u p  o f
t r a v e l l i n g  p h r e n o l o g i s t s  w i t h  s o m e
q u e s t i o n a b l e  m o t i v e s  a n d  t a c t i c s .

P h r e n o l o g y  w a s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  i d e a  t h a t
h e a d  s h a p e  c o u l d  i n d i c a t e  a  p e r s o n ' s
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i n t e l l e c t .

T h i s  " s c i e n c e "  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  b y
p h y s i o l o g i s t  a n d  a n a t o m i s t  F r a n z
J o s e p h  G a l l  i n  V i e n n a  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s t a t e s  a w a r d - w i n n i n g
h i s t o r i a n  A l e x a n d r a  R o g i n s k i .  

I t  h e l d  h u g e  p o p u l a r  s w a y , "  s a y s  D r
R o g i n s k i ,  a  v i s i t i n g  f e l l o w  a t  D e a k i n
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  o f
N S W ,  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a  n e w  b o o k  o n
p h r e n o l o g y .

Nick Baker  and Ann Arnold

G a l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  b r a i n  w a s
d i v i d e d  i n t o  2 7  s o - c a l l e d  " o r g a n s "  t h a t
w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f
o u r  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  b e h a v i o u r .

" D i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b r a i n  d o
p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s ,  b u t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t
h e  d e t e r m i n e d  a n d  m a p p e d  w e r e  o u t  o f
a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  w h a t  w e  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e
b r a i n  t o d a y , "  D r  R o g i n s k i  s a y s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  G a l l  a n d  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s ,
a  b u m p  h e r e  c o u l d  m e a n  y o u  w e r e  g o o d
a t  m u s i c ,  a n o t h e r  o n e  t h e r e  m a y  m e a n
y o u  w e r e  g i f t e d  i n  l a n g u a g e s .

E v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  v a n i t y  t o  r e l i g i o s i t y  t o
" t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  m u r d e r "  c o u l d  b e
d i v u l g e d  f r o m  t h e  c r a n i a l  l a n d s c a p e .

J a m e s  B r a d l e y ,  a  s e n i o r  l e c t u r e r  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M e l b o u r n e ' s  S c h o o l  o f
H i s t o r i c a l  a n d  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  S t u d i e s ,
s a y s  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n
t h e  e a r l y - t o - m i d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .

" I t  d e f i n i t e l y  h a d  s o m e  i m p a c t  w i t h i n
t h e  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  U S A  a n d  i n  B r i t a i n , "
h e  s a y s .

W h a t  i s  p h r e n o l o g y ?

" F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  y o u  h a d  a n
o v e r d e v e l o p e d  ' o r g a n  o f
d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s '  t h e n  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d
w a s  t h a t  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  y o u r s e l f  a n d
t h e r e f o r e  c o u l d n ' t  b e  h e l d  c r i m i n a l l y
r e s p o n s i b l e . "

B u t  p h r e n o l o g y  w a s n ' t  j u s t  f o r  m e d i c a l
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  o r  l a w y e r s .  T h e  g e n e r a l
p u b l i c  b e c a m e  f a s c i n a t e d  w i t h  i t ,  t o o .

F o r  a  f e e ,  a  p h r e n o l o g i s t  w o u l d  r e a d
t h e  c o n t o u r s  o f  y o u r  h e a d  a n d  p r o v i d e
a d v i c e ,  l i k e  h o w  t o  f i n d  t h a t  p e r f e c t
c a r e e r  o r  m a y b e  a n  i d e a l  p a r t n e r

I t  h a d  " a n  e n o r m o u s  a p p e a l "  a m o n g
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  p e o p l e  " w h o  w e r e  f o c u s e d
u p o n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e m s e l v e s " ,  D r
B r a d l e y  s a y s .  

A f t e r  G a l l ' s  n e w  " s c i e n c e "  s p r e a d
a r o u n d  E u r o p e ,  i t  r e a c h e d  A u s t r a l i a ,
w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p h r e n o l o g i c a l  s o c i e t y
b e g i n n i n g  h e r e  i n  1 8 2 9 .



PHRENOLOGY IN AUSTRALIA

1879 sketch of a phrenologist working
on Melbourne's Bourke Street.
Supplied: State Library Victoria)

B u t  i t  r e a l l y  t o o k  o f f  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 0 0 s ,
w h e n  t r a v e l l i n g  l e c t u r e r s  —  b o t h  l o c a l
a n d  f r o m  o v e r s e a s  —  w o u l d  m a k e
p h r e n o l o g i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a r o u n d
t h e  c o l o n i e s .

D r  R o g i n s k i  s a y s  A u s t r a l i a  w a s  a  p l a c e
o f  g r o w t h ,  m o b i l i t y  a n d  f l u x ,  w h i c h
p r o v e d  f e r t i l e  g r o u n d  f o r  p e o p l e  m i x i n g
" s c i e n c e "  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .

" T h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e  m a k i n g  u p
c r e d e n t i a l s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  d r e s s  t h a t
t h e y  w o u l d  w e a r  —  t o p  h a t s  a n d  f r o c k
c o a t s .  T h e y  w e r e  c a l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s
' p r o f e s s o r ' , "  s h e  s a y s .

O r  a s  D r  B r a d l e y  p u t s  i t ,  t h i s  " p o p u l a r
p h r e n o l o g y "  w a s  " a  k i n d  o f  p r e -
a s t r o l o g y  w i t h i n  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e " .

T h o u g h  s o m e t i m e s  s c e p t i c a l ,
A u s t r a l i a n  c r o w d s  s t i l l  f l o c k e d  t o  s e e
t h e s e  p s e u d o s c i e n t i s t s .  A m o n g  t h e m
w a s  I r i s h m a n  " P r o f e s s o r  B r u c e "  w h o
l a n d e d  i n  T a s m a n i a  i n  1 8 7 0  a n d
l e c t u r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f
A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  r e a d i n g  t h e
h e a d s  o f  t o w n s p e o p l e

. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  D r  R o g i n s k i ,  t h i s  s o -
c a l l e d  p r o f e s s o r  w a s  a  " t h e a t r i c a l
a m a t e u r "  w h o ,  l i k e  m a n y  o t h e r
t r a v e l l i n g  p h r e n o l o g i s t s ,  w a s  l i k e l y
" d e e p l y  o p p o r t u n i s t i c " .

T H E  W O N D E R F U L  W O M A N

I t  w a s  n o t  o n l y  m e n  p r a c t i s i n g
p h r e n o l o g y  i n  A u s t r a l i a .

M a d a m e  S i b l y ,  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  t h e
W o n d e r f u l  W o m a n ,  w a s  a  w e l l - k n o w n
l e c t u r e r  i n  p h r e n o l o g y  a n d  m e s m e r i s m
—  a n o t h e r  p s e u d o s c i e n c e ,  i n v o l v i n g
i n v i s i b l e  n a t u r a l  f o r c e s .

" S h e  w a s  v e r y  s m a r t ,  v e r y  c o n f i d e n t
a n d  c h a r i s m a t i c  b y  a l l  a c c o u n t s  …  S h e
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  f l a i r  f o r
s h o w m a n s h i p , "  D r  R o g i n s k i  s a y s .

I n  h e r  e l a b o r a t e ,  b e j e w e l l e d  c o s t u m e ,
M a d a m e  S i b l y  w o w e d  a u d i e n c e s
a r o u n d  e a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  t o u r i n g  w i t h
h e r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t o w .

A n  1 8 7 0  B e n d i g o  n e w s p a p e r
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  t r u m p e t e d  h e r  s h o w
" P a r e n t a l  L o v e ;  o r  t h e  M a n a g e m e n t  o f
C h i l d r e n " ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  s h e  w o u l d  a l s o
b e  a t  t h e  S h a m r o c k  H o t e l  f o r
c o n s u l t a t i o n s  o n  " p h r e n o l o g y  a n d  t h e
c u r e  o f  d e a f n e s s " .

A c r o s s  t h e  d i t c h

P h r e n o l o g y  a l s o  s p r e a d  t o  N e w
Z e a l a n d ,  w h e r e  i t  h a d  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r l y
f a m o u s  p r a c t i t i o n e r .
B e n j a m i n  S t r a c h a n  w a s  a  m a n  o f
A f r i c a n  d e s c e n t ,  p u r p o r t e d l y  A m e r i c a n
b y  b i r t h ,  w h o  l i v e d  i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d  i n
t h e  m i d - t o - l a t e  1 8 0 0 s .

" H e  d i d  v a r i o u s  t h i n g s  —  h e  w a s  a
h a i r d r e s s e r ,  h e  r a n  s t a g e  s h o w s ,  h e
h a d  t h i s  s l i g h t l y  g r i f t y  e d g e  t o  h i s
p e r s o n a l i t y , "  D r  R o g i n s k i  s a y s .

T h e n  s h e  s a y s  h e  m a d e  a  " r e m a r k a b l e
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n "  t o  a  p r e m i e r
p h r e n o l o g i c a l  l e c t u r e r .

C h a n g i n g  h i s  n a m e  f r o m  B e n j a m i n
S t r a c h a n  t o  L i o  M e d o ,  h e  l e c t u r e d
a r o u n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  u s i n g  p l a s t e r
c a s t s  o f  b u s h r a n g e r  N e d  K e l l y ' s  h e a d
i n  h i s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .

. 

B u t  a l o n g  t h e  w a y ,  h e  a l s o  h a d  t o
n e g o t i a t e  r a c i a l  s t e r e o t y p e s  a n d  r a c i s t
c r i t i c i s m .

D r  R o g i n s k i  s a y s  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o
" f l e e t i n g "  s n i p p e t s  t h a t  s u r f a c e d  i n
v a r i o u s  a r c h i v e s  o f  Māo r i
p h r e n o l o g i s t s  w o r k i n g  i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d .  
T h i s  i n c l u d e s  o n e  1 8 7 8  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a
Māo r i  p h r e n o l o g i s t  n a m e d  T a w h i r e  w h o
r e a d  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e n - N a t i v e  M i n i s t e r
J o h n  S h e e h a n .

I n d i g e n o u s  A u s t r a l i a n s

I n  h e r  r e s e a r c h ,  D r  R o g i n s k i  f o u n d
r e c o r d s  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  A u s t r a l i a n s
" p a s s i n g  t h e i r  o w n  j u d g e m e n t s "  o n
p h r e n o l o g y .

I n  a  1 9 0 5  l e c t u r e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,
I n d i g e n o u s  a c t i v i s t  H u g h  A n d e r s o n
d e s c r i b e d  o n e  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  w h e n  a
p h r e n o l o g i s t  v i s i t e d  a n  I n d i g e n o u s
c o m m u n i t y .

A  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  t h e  l e c t u r e
r e t e l l s  h o w  t h e  p h r e n o l o g i s t  w a s  t a k e n
o u t  i n  a  c a n o e  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e
r i v e r ,  w h e r e  a n  I n d i g e n o u s  m a n  a s k e d
h i m ,  " D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t
' s w i m ' - o l o g y ' ? "  b e f o r e  c a p s i z i n g  t h e
b o a t .

.

Madame Sib ly  was one of  the most  famous
'popular  sc ience '  lecturers  in colonia l
Austra l ia ,  p ic tured here in 1870. (Suppl ied :
Nat ional  Portra i t  Gal lery Col lect ion)

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/18834780?browse=ndp%3Abrowse%2Ftitle%2FM%2Ftitle%2F8%2F1877%2F10%2F27%2Fpage%2F147112%2Farticle%2F18834780
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/87912281?browse=ndp%3Abrowse%2Ftitle%2FB%2Ftitle%2F346%2F1870%2F06%2F29%2Fpage%2F9079150%2Farticle%2F87912281
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/87912281?browse=ndp%3Abrowse%2Ftitle%2FB%2Ftitle%2F346%2F1870%2F06%2F29%2Fpage%2F9079150%2Farticle%2F87912281
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/70782919?browse=ndp%3Abrowse%2Ftitle%2FN%2Ftitle%2F222%2F1905%2F03%2F24%2Fpage%2F7024637%2Farticle%2F70782919


I t ' s  a  m o m e n t  w h e r e  t h i s  g r o u p  i s
m a k i n g  f u n  o f  t h e  p h r e n o l o g i s t , "  D r
R o g i n s k i  s a y s .
B u t ,  l i k e  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,
p h r e n o l o g y  w a s  u s e d  t o  d e h u m a n i s e
I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d
i n v o l v e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  o f  I n d i g e n o u s
s k u l l s .

I t  p l a y s  i n t o  a  u n i v e r s a l  d e s i r e  t o
" t r a n s f o r m  [ o u r s e l v e s ]  a n d  b e c o m e
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  p e o p l e " .  A n d  " w e  a l l
w a n t  t o  c h a n g e "  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  h e  s a y s .

" T h e  w a y  [ p h r e n o l o g y ]  m a n i f e s t e d  w a s
a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f
d i s p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  F i r s t
N a t i o n s  p e o p l e s  —  s o  i t ' s  r e a l l y
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a l w a y s
f o r e g r o u n d e d ,  w h e n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  i t , "
D r  R o g i n s k i  s a y s .

. 

.

Examples of Phrenology Charts

F o r  D r  B r a d l e y ,  i t ' s  a b o u t  t h e
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s c i e n c e  a n d  t h e
w o r l d  o f  s e l f - h e l p . " C u t t i n g - e d g e ,
r a d i c a l  s c i e n c e  o f t e n  b e c o m e s  q u i c k l y
i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  v a r i o u s  s e l f - h e l p
m o v e m e n t s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  p r o v i d e s  a n
a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  i d e a s  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g
p u t  f o r w a r d . "

I t ' s  a  m o m e n t  w h e r e  t h i s  g r o u p  i s
m a k i n g  f u n  o f  t h e  p h r e n o l o g i s t , "  D r
R o g i n s k i  s a y s .
B u t ,  l i k e  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,
p h r e n o l o g y  w a s  u s e d  t o  d e h u m a n i s e
I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d
i n v o l v e d  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  o f  I n d i g e n o u s
s k u l l s .

I t  p l a y s  i n t o  a  u n i v e r s a l  d e s i r e  t o
" t r a n s f o r m  [ o u r s e l v e s ]  a n d  b e c o m e
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  p e o p l e " .  A n d  " w e  a l l
w a n t  t o  c h a n g e "  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  h e  s a y s .

H o w e v e r  f l a w e d ,  D r  R o g i n s k i  s a y s
p h r e n o l o g y  c a n  i l l u s t r a t e  m u c h  a b o u t
t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  d a y .
A n d  w h i l e  p o p u l a r  p h r e n o l o g y  w a s  a t
i t s  h e i g h t  i n  A u s t r a l i a  m o r e  t h a n  1 5 0
y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p a r a l l e l s
w i t h  t o d a y .

. 
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