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A MESSAGE FOR
SHARPS SHOOTERS
Welcome all, to the latest issue of the Sharps Shooter.
 
It's been called the Green Fairy, Green Muse, Green
Torment, and the Devil in a bottle; Absinthe is a
mysterious drink with a with a long and sometimes
dark history. It’s been said that the Green Fairy
inspired Picasso, Van Gogh, and Oscar Wilde.
Earnest Hemmingway drank Absinthe during the
Spanish Civil War, and even created a cocktail called
Death in the Afternoon. 

It’s also been said that the Devil in the bottle will
drive you mad, and that this what caused one man to
murder his family in 1905. 

This issue we’ll look at the rise and fall of the Green
Fairy.

And did you know Pablo Escobar had “ Cocaine
Hippos”, and that they've attacking people? 

Plus Trip-Killers, Angry Gen Z, and Padadoz
Mahone. 
 
We hope you enjoy it.

The Editor

Disclaimer: The articles in The Sharps
Shooter are sourced from multiple sites.
The wording in these articles does not
necessarily reflect our beliefs. No offence
is intended.



PABLO ESCOBAR’S
‘COCAINE HIPPOS’ 

The Colombian
government has
pledged millions to
culling the hippos.

ESCOBAR’S HIPPOS ARE NOW APPARENTLY ATTACKING PEOPLE

Multiple people reportedly have recently encountered
hippopotami descending from Pablo Escbobar’s so-called
“cocaine hippos”

Some people who have encountered the animals have
apparently been hospitalized

Experts believe the population could grow from about 170
now to about 1,000 in 2035 if proper action is not taken

Evy Kwong



The population of hippopotami descending from Pablo
Escbobar’s so-called “cocaine hippos” is reportedly on
the rise — and some locals are growing increasingly
concerned about their presence.

There are currently about 170 hippos roaming northwest
Colombia, according to CNN and Vice. Local officials
have since been attempting to mitigate the issues
surrounding the invasive species — which is now
apparently starting to attack people.

Some residents who have encountered the animals
have been hospitalized according to CBS News and
Vice.

"They're very, very dangerous,” one local told FOX
Nation.

Students and parents at a school in Doradal are among
those who have reportedly encountered one of the
“cocaine hippo” descendants. One of the animals
recently showed up in a schoolyard while they were all
present.

“The mothers get scared when they see an animal of
that size," teacher Dunia Arango told AFP, per CBS
News.

Multiple hippos have made themselves at home in a
lake just 20 yards from the same school. David
Echeverri, an official with the local environment
authority, said about 35 children play in the area and
could “provoke a tragedy” should they make contact
with the animals.

“While they may look very calm, at any moment, given
their highly unpredictable behavior, they can attack, as
has happened before,” Echeverri added.

Four hippos were originally brought to Colombia in the
1980s and were part of Escobar’s private zoo,
Hacienda Nápoles, according to Vice and NPR. The
animals were abandoned after the drug kingpin’s
death in 1993, allowing them to rapidly multiply.

However, experts believe the population could explode
to 1,000 by 2035 if proper action is not taken, CBS
News and CNN reported.

In November 2023, Colombia’s minister of environment
and sustainable development announced a three-point
plan to try and mitigate the country’s invasive hippo
population, which includes sterilization, relocation, and
even “ethical” euthanisa, per CNN and the BBC.

The plan began with the sterilization of 40 hippos
shortly after the November announcement, according
to the AP. Additionally, 70 hippos have been
transported to India and Mexico.

“Here we are in a race against time in terms of the
permanent environmental and ecosystem impacts that
are being generated,” Environment Minister Susana
Muhamad said in a statement, per CNN. “And that is
why we cannot say that only one strategy is effective
for our objective, which is to control the population.”

The entrance of Hacienda Napoles, the estate built by Pablo Escobar which once featured his own personal zooEscobar rose from humble beginnings to become the world’s 
most powerful and feared criminal.

https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/03/americas/pablo-escobars-cocaine-hippos-face-cull-colombia-intl-scli-scn/index.html
https://www.vice.com/en/article/epv7m7/pablo-escobar-hippos-attacking-people-colombia
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cocaine-hippos-pablo-escobar-school-yard-colombia/
https://www.foxnews.com/media/hippos-hell-pablo-escobar-private-zoo-nation-racing-time-save-ecosystem-40-years
https://www.foxnews.com/media/hippos-hell-pablo-escobar-private-zoo-nation-racing-time-save-ecosystem-40-years
https://www.npr.org/2021/01/24/960060880/colombia-has-a-hippo-problem-thanks-to-pablo-escobar
https://www.bbc.com/news/67306304
https://apnews.com/article/colombia-hippopotamuses-invasive-species-pablo-escobar-0ca8a03038cfe03670665635bfe98363
https://people.com/human-interest/colombia-shipping-pablo-escobar-cocaine-hippos-mexico-india/
https://www.minambiente.gov.co/inicia-fase-de-esterilizacion-del-plan-de-medidas-que-busca-controlar-la-poblacion-de-hipopotamos-en-colombia/


As interest in psychedelics has grown, so has
interest in ways to end a bad trip. Recent
research reveals that people are giving
potentially dangerous advice on social media
on how to stop a trip that is less than
pleasurable.

Psychedelics cause changes in a person’s
perception of reality. One of the earliest
descriptions of a psychedelic experience in
western literature can be found in Aldous
Huxley’s 1953 book The Doors of Perception.
Huxley describes mostly beautiful visions
while tripping on mescaline.

And then there were the Beatles seeing
“tangerine trees” and “marmalade skies” and
“a girl with kaleidoscope eyes”.

The last few years have seen a resurgence of
illicit use, not only of established psychedelics,
such as LSD and magic mushrooms
(psilocybin), but also of the novel psychoactive
substances that are psychedelics, such as AMT,
5-MeO-DALT, mCPP and methoxetamine.

There is also renewed interest in studying
these drugs as treatments for mental health
conditions, such as post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) and depression.

Even a single dose of these drugs appears to
have long-term therapeutic effects.

 But not all trips are pleasurable. Research
shows that if someone is in a bad mood or
depressed then they are more likely to have a
bad trip, as are people who take too high a
dose.

This sort of experience might include extreme
fear, time standing still and mood swings.
Very high doses of LSD can also cause
agitation, vomiting, high blood pressure,
hyperthermia and other nasty side-effects. But
at regular doses, psychedelics are relatively
safe.

To mitigate against bad trips, people will often
take the drug in a relaxing and safe
environment, and they might include a friend,
or “trip sitter” to look after them for the
duration of the trip. This was a common
practice in the 1960s among people taking
psychedelics.

Trip killers
More recently, though, some psychedelic users
have been turning to “trip killers” to end a bad
trip. These are drugs that can either block the
direct effects of the psychedelic or simply
reduce the anxiety associated with a bad trip.

Few clinical studies have examined trip
killers, but one has found that ketanserin – a
drug used to treat high blood pressure –
reverses the psychedelic effects of LSD.

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(23)00363-2/fulltext
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9700827/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395920303352?via%3Dihub
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/02698811211069100
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/02698811211069100
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2814696
https://academic.oup.com/ijnp/article/26/2/97/6808755


A recent article in the Emergency Medical
Journal analysed posts on Reddit about trip
killers. The researchers found 128 threads with
709 posts from 2015 to 2023.

Trip killers were discussed most often for LSD
(235 posts), magic mushrooms (143 posts) and
MDMA (21 posts). The most commonly
suggested trip killer was Xanax (an anxiolytic)
followed by quetiapine (an antipsychotic),
trazodone (an antidepressant) and diazepam
(an anxiolytic). Alcohol, herbal remedies,
opioids, antihistamines, sleep medication and
cannabinoids were barely mentioned.

Receptor blocking
LSD and magic mushrooms create their effects
by activating certain proteins in the brain.
These are called 5-HT2A receptors and are
usually activated by the neurotransmitter
serotonin (5-HT). There are 14 known 5-HT
receptors, but psychedelics have specific
activity at only the 5-HT2A subtype.

To kill a trip then, one simply has to give the
drug user another drug that blocks (rather
than activates) the 5-HT2A receptor. Many
prescription drugs can do this and they tend
to be antipsychotic drugs.

Quetiapine from the list above is one popular
example, while another antipsychotic,
olanzapine, was mentioned in 14 posts in that
study. Similarly, the atypical antidepressants
trazodone and mirtazapine also block the 5-
HT2A receptor.

One can think of these trip killers as working
in the same way that naloxone would be used
for heroin or fentanyl overdose. These drugs
activate opioid receptors in the brain, while
naloxone blocks these receptors. Naloxone is
therefore used to treat life-threatening
respiratory depression from opioid overdose.

Another option for the psychedelics would be
to decrease the anxiety associated with the
trip by taking anxiolytics, such as
benzodiazapines – alprazolam (Xanax) and
diazepam (Valium) being the most popular in
the posts analysed above. These would also
help the drug taker to fall asleep.

Some of the trip-killing drug doses suggested
in the Reddit posts were high. For example,
quetiapine was suggested to be used at 25mg
to 600mg, but clinical guidance for these
drugs suggests a single dose of up to 225mg.

The doses suggested on Reddit for alprazolam
are 0.5mg to 4mg but the clinically suggested
maximum dose is usually 2mg to 3mg. Four
milligrams could cause low blood pressure,
oversedation and respiratory depression.
Unfortunately, benzodiazepines are also
highly addictive and can lead to overdose
deaths.

People who turn up at A&E suffering from a
bad trip or overdose of a psychedelic will be
reassured in a calm environment. If that
doesn’t work, they are likely to be given an
antipsychotic or low-dose benzodiazepine, at a
clinically advised dose.

LSD is generally safe, but very high doses can cause unpleasant side-
effects. Darrin Jenkins/Alamy Stock Photo

https://emj.bmj.com/content/41/2/112
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00204-015-1513-x
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9252399/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6728289/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychiatry/articles/10.3389/fpsyt.2022.1060949/full
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/quetiapine/
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/alprazolam/


Banned for  a lmost  100 years ,  bel ieved to

induce madness in those who drank i t ,

absinthe is  making a come back .

Invented by a French doctor ,  the highly

alcohol ic  dr ink has a  colourfu l  h is tory .

What is  absinthe and where

does i t  come from?
A certa in Dr .  Ordinaire (you couldn ’ t

make that  up)  f leeing the gui l lot ines of

the French Revolut ion ,  set t led across

the border  in Couvet ,  Switzer land.  He

adapted a local  herbal  fo lk  remedy to

cure pat ients ,  and ,  on his  death-bed ,

passed on the secret  recipe .  Fast

forward f ive years  and we f ind Henri -

Louis  Pernod ,  fa ther  of  the brand st i l l  in

exis tence today ,  opening a dis t i l lery in

Couvet ,  then ,  in  1805 ,  to  dodge the

excise-men ,  a  bigger  one over  the

border  in Pontar l ier ,  France.  The Doc ’s

wormwood pot ion ,  now cal led Absinthe ,

was proving very successful  and soon

Pernod was churning out  25 ,000 l i t res  a

year .  Before long there were 22

dist i l ler ies  ut i l is ing the local ly-

harvested plant  – Artemisia  absinthium

– which ,  wi th the addi t ion of  imported

Spanish aniseed ,  gave the dr ink i ts

emerald-green hue.

French soldiers  f ight ing in Alger ia  had

been given the medic ine as an ant i -

malar ia l  t reatment and brought  a  taste

for  the 73 °  a lcohol  back home.  Mass-

product ion cut  pr ices ,  and a disastrous

wine harvest  propel led absinthe to the

top of  the French dr inks charts .

Why is  absinthe ca l led the “Green Fairy”
Enter  la  Fée Verte…the Green Fairy .  Named for  the swir l ing emerald

opalescence t r iggered by the addi t ion of  iced water  to the neat

l iquid ,  both the working c lass  and weal thy bourgeois ie  consumed

36 mi l l ion l i t res  a  year .

A s tro l l  through Montmartre at  5 .00pm in the 1860s would have

revealed tables wi th men and women,  of ten a lone ,  contemplat ing

their  g lasses of  the spir i t .  This  was the l ’Heure Verte – the Green

Hour ,  or ig in of  our  ‘Happy Hour ’ .  A s ingle absinthe was to lerated by

the wai ters .  Dr inkers  solved that  problem by moving to another ,

and another  and another…

The history of absinthe, 
the once forbidden drink
Michael Cranmer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bourgeoisie


A c loser  look ,  perhaps ,  a t  the café tables ,  and we spot  the
poet  Rimbaud and his  lover ,  fe l low poet  Ver la ine ,  both
devotees of  absinthe.  His  ar t is t ic  l i fe  ended as abrupt ly  as
his  re lat ionship with Ver la ine ,  who in a  f i t  of  drunken
madness ,  shot  the young Rimbaud.

Here we might  encounter  Guy de Maupassant ,  wr i ter  of  ‘A
Queer Night  in Par is ’  which te l ls  of  a  provincia l  a t  an
art is t ’ s  party  who dr inks so much absinthe that  he t r ies  to
wal tz  wi th a  chair ,  fa l ls  to the ground in a  s tupor ,  and
wakes up naked in a  s t range bed.

Does absinthe real ly  cause hal lucinat ion?
Picasso ,  Toulouse-Lautrec ,  Oscar  Wi lde ,  Hemingway ,  Degas ,
Gauguin… none were strangers to la  Fée Verte and her
tempting powers .  Symbol is t  Al f red Jarry rode his  bicyc le
with his  face painted green in celebrat ion of  the joys of
absinthe.  Van Gogh drank i t  to  excess .

The Green Fairy ’s  ef fects  were being fe l t  in  society ,  much
as cannabis  is  today.  High in a lcohol ,  cheap ,  seduct ive ,
reputedly hal lucinogenic ,  i t  was b lamed for  epi lepsy ,
tuberculosis ,  cr ime and madness .  In  1905 in Switzer land a
man ki l led his  fami ly ,  caused i t  was c la imed ,  buy dr inking
absinthe.  Publ ic  moral i ty  was outraged ,  bans fo l lowed:
Belgium,  Brazi l ,  the Nether lands ,  and Switzer land in the
ear ly  1900s ,  the U.S .  in  1912 ,  and in France ,  unequivocal
epicentre of  absinthe cul ture ,  in  1915 .

I t  turned out  that  the k i l ler  had been dr inking s ince he
woke up the morning he commit ted his  foul  deeds ,  and the
day before that  and the day before that  – supposedly
without  s leep.  Years  la ter ,  i t ’ s  agreed that  any strong dr ink
would have the same ef fect .

Two World Wars fo l lowed ,  the Green Fairy was dead and
forgotten.  Or was she?



The Absinthe
Murders: The
Shocking Tale of
jean Lanfray
It was the drink of artists, poets, and la vie bohème.
It inspired timeless artists like Vincent van Gogh,
Charles Baudelaire, and Oscar Wilde. Absinthe
became known and loved for its rich flavor, hypnotic
louche, and supposed psychoactive properties that
could create feelings of euphoria or excitability.

But it wasn’t always a happy high…
One horrible day in Commugny, Switzerland back in
1905, when he was 31 years old, Jean Lanfray
brutally murdered his pregnant wife and their two
small children.

He then unsuccessfully attempted to commit suicide
before being arrested by the police. Later, while in
prison, he would make another attempt and
ultimately succeed.

This horrible event became known throughout
Europe as the Absinthe Murders.

While there were complaints and controversies
about the effects of absinthe on society before Jean
Lanfray’s actions, these murders became the rallying
cry that would lead to absinthe’s ban in many
countries.

Today we’re going to explore the details of this story
and how it ultimately shaped public opinion on
absinthe at the beginning of the 20th century.

Who Was Jean Lanfray?

Jean Lanfray was a French peasant and laborer
living in Commugny, Switzerland. 

Here, he lived with his pregnant wife and two
children (aged four and two) in the second floor of
an old farmhouse. His parents and brother lived on
the first floor.

Lanfray had served three years with the Chasseurs
Alpins (the French mountain infantry). Some claim
that his time in the military is why he was so prone
to raising his voice.

It wasn’t unusual for him to yell at his wife, but
nobody else in his village thought much of it. There
was certainly no reason for them to believe that he
would be a murderer.

However, Jean Lanfray did have a reputation for
being quite an alcoholic.

Some days he was known to put away upwards of
five liters of wine in addition to whatever else he
could get ahold of!

He would often go on benders in the local bars,
getting in arguments with strangers and
embarrassing himself. If he was “cut off,” it wasn’t
uncommon for him to have fits of rage if he didn’t
get enough to drink.

Nevertheless, the 31-year-old Jean Lanfray was also
known as a hard worker who did whatever it took to
support his family. He would wake up before dawn
and work all through the day to provide for them.

It made what would happen in the autumn of 1905
all the more shocking…

The Absinthe Murders
It was August 28, 1905.

That morning, Jean Lanfray had told his wife to wax
his boots since he would be gathering mushrooms
the next day.

Lanfray, his father, and his brother all made their
way to a cafe for a drink before they began their
workday at the vineyard. Throughout the day,
Lanfray would go on to drink a massive amount of
alcohol during his lunch break and at a cafe once the
day’s work had been finished.

Once home, Lanfray continued drinking a strong
homemade brandy until he saw his still-unwaxed
boots.



 An argument ensued between the Lanfrays until
Jean, wildly drunk from an entire day’s worth of
drinking, stormed off into the next room.

When he returned, Jean Lanfray was holding a rifle.
He shot his wife then proceeded to shoot his two
children. In the commotion, Jean’s father had run to
get the police who hurried to the farmhouse.

Jean had tried to turn the rifle on himself, but only
managed to shoot himself through the jaw. He was
arrested by the police and treated at a nearby
infirmary before being imprisoned.

Lanfray’s lawyers maintained that he was not
responsible for the gruesome murders because of his
drunken state. Dr. Albert Mahaim, a prominent
Swiss psychiatrist, explained that this was a case of
“absinthe madness” that affected Monsieur Lanfray.

Nevertheless, the prosecution won and Jean Lanfray
was sentenced to thirty years in prison on four
counts of murder.

He wouldn’t serve that sentence, though. After just
three days, Jean Lanfray committed suicide by
hanging himself in his cell.

Absinthe Prohibition

The prosecution overcame Lanfray’s defendants’
claim that the two glasses of absinthe he had
consumed were responsible for the madness. But
there were already temperance movements to ban
absinthe throughout Europe that now had the
perfect example of why the Green Fairy had to be
banned immediately.

Even though there were at least 5 other types of
alcohol in Jean Lanfray’s bloodstream, it was the
absinthe that got the most attention.

Studies were released that blamed absinthe for all
manners of things such as hallucinations, madness,
and death. While these studies were not peer-
reviewed and lacked the type of scientific validity
that one might expect, they further increased the
fear of absinthism.

And so, by 1910, Swiss doctors and temperance
leaders got what they wanted: manufacturing,
selling, and possessing absinthe was banned
throughout Switzerland. 

Most of the rest of Europe quickly followed as well as
the United States.

The bans would remain in effect for nearly a century
until they were gradually lifted.

The Legacy of the Absinthe Murders

Jean Lanfray’s murder of his family and the
subsequent prohibition of absinthe influenced
people’s perceptions of absinthe for decades to come.
It wasn’t until recent years that people have begun
to better understand the truth of this particular
drink.
Many of the myths, legends, and lies told in the early
1900s in an attempt to ban absinthe still linger to
this day.

This misinformation is a large part of why absinthe
is so notorious. Even despite the Green Fairy’s
revival in modern times, there’s still a great deal of
work to do in fighting the misinformation and
opening doors for new distillers and absintheurs
alike!

Conclusion – Jean Lanfray and the Absinthe
Murders

Few, if any, spirits can rightly claim to have a
history as controversial as absinthe!
In a way, the same fervor that led to the ban of
absinthe following the Absinthe Murders isn’t unlike
the infamous “Reefer Madness” concerns in the
United States in the mid-20th century.

At what point does misinformation (backed by quack
science and the media) become dangerous?

Even beyond the fake science and sensationalist
newspapers, Jean Lanfray’s actions were the exact
spark that the prohibitionists had been waiting for.

While we can safely enjoy absinthe today, it’s
important to remember its troubled history. That’s
how we can really enjoy the wonderful future of the
Green Fairy!



A Medieval Remedy

In the Middle Ages, recipes for absinthe-
based remedies can be found in the works
of Hildegarde de Bingen. For Hildegarde,
who is considered to be the first
naturalist in Germany, absinthe had
positive effects on digestion and
everything to do with the stomach.
Depending on the pathologies she advises
to drink absinthe juice or an absinthe
elixir. Hildegarde has published her
recipes in different books. Even today you
can still find absinthe-based medicinal
products made according to her precepts.

In the Middle Ages it was also common to
drink wine mixed with honey and
absinthe.

Frédégonde was the ambitious wife of the
Merovingian king Chilpéric I. She never
hesitated to kill her opponents. She’s been
known to have, among other things,
poisoned a lord who came to accuse her of
murdering the Bishop of Rouen.
Frédégonde served him a large glass of
poisoned absinthe wine and the
unfortunate man barely had time to warn
his comrades before dying.

« Touch not this drink, save yourselves,
wretch, save yourselves, that you may
not perish with me! »

Nathalie et Mathilde



Today’s young people have grown up watching ‘grown ups’ hurl shit at the world’s metaphorical fan, well past the

point of maximum shit saturation – the world’s scientists nervously pointing out the truly alarming quantity of shit

on the walls – knowing full well that at some point it will be our job to clean up said shit, or drown in it. 

You don’t need to worry about when today’s youth will “crack”. As a Zoomer myself, I can assure you we broke years

ago. In fact, Gen Z are the least hopeful generation, because, in case you haven’t noticed, the world is a wee bit

fucked. 

We watched the Millennial generation try their hardest with hope in their eyes to get the same so-called ‘grown ups’

to stop throwing shit at the fan, right up until they couldn’t ‘live laugh love’ any longer; we watched their souls get

crushed. From that generation, mine learned that hope is hopeless. 

But hey! Let’s not wallow in our collective depression. That’s what TikTok is for. Instead, I welcome you to this Gen

Zer’s guide to rage!

To begin, let’s address the myth that older generations want young people to get involved in political discourse. They

really don’t. When a young person enters a discussion they are cheered on by those older, right up until the point

they say something that doesn’t align with old biases. Then the patronising begins. We are told we’re ‘naive’ and

‘don’t understand how the real world works’. Personally, people tend to throw in a bit of ableism, and my female

friends cop a lot of ol’ fashioned misogyny for good measure. Holy fuck, no one ever seems to want to address how

both ‘sides’ of politics are fine with bigotry when they disagree with the person it is directed at.

With that in mind, if at any point you feel the compulsion to pull out an iPad and tweet at me to tell me I’m wrong

about this, just… don’t. I can assure you I’m familiar with the tired traditional political theories, I just also know the

world is fucked and these theories are getting us nowhere. Ok, gramps? 

Derision like this helps justify the surplus of budgetary bullshit older shills like to peddle. Take JobSeeker. As an

unemployed young person, Labor basically told me to go fuck myself and starve. How very ‘empathetic’ and ‘un-

Scomo-like’ of them!

A surplus of budgetary bullshit: a Gen Z guide to rage
John Delmenico

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/news/2019/feb/teenagers-more-likely-suffer-depression-decade-ago


They promised to be better than this. Last year the government told David Pocock that they couldn’t raise the rate

until an expert panel of their choosing investigated it but they would implement the panel’s recommendations. The

panel came back and unsurprisingly said no one should be living in poverty. The report said the rate is so low it works

as a barrier to entry for the job market, suggesting at a minimum it be lifted by $100 a week. The government, of

course, backflipped on doing the bare minimum and last week announced a raise for over 55s, in a manipulative plot

to divide the poor and to stop the negative headlines about the ‘the fastest growing at risk group’ of people, headlines

that by the way aren’t even fucking true! 

According to the ABS, young people are the most at risk of homelessness because of fucking course we are. Just like

the sea levels, the intergenerational wealth gap is rising and, again like the sea levels, the Australian government only

wants to make it worse while pretending to care. The next most at risk group is children (many coinciding with single

mothers fleeing abuse) followed by Indigenous Australians. None of this should even be fucking relevant, though,

because why the fuck would you cherry pick which groups have to choose between eating or shelter? 

So much for that promise of ‘nobody left behind’. Why is that the only election promise that the government is fine

with breaking? Instead of, say, tax cuts for the rich? I guess the government didn’t get the memo that Australia voted

for change.

This public vibe-check for how much callous disregard the electorate can handle was the political class saying the

quiet part out loud. It is how every policy is decided. After not getting the positive headlines they wanted from this

move, the government ‘clarified’ that over 55s are being added to the higher amount (by a couple bucks a day) and

everyone else is getting a jump of $2.85 a day – a jump that is 20% of what their own panel called the bare minimum.

Or in other words, fuck all!

My guess is that PM Albanese wants to set up a future generation of people like me to have to fight and struggle even

harder than he did, so we can grow up and become even bigger class traitors. The biggest taste of ‘King Shit’ from

‘Albo’ since he was kissing Charles’ arse on the weekend.

Speaking of doing fuck all, let’s talk the housing and rental markets. My generation will likely never own a home

unless we have rich parents willing to help with the cost, leaving many to rent overpriced shitholes for the rest of our

lives. FUCK YEAH WHAT A GREAT SYSTEM!

Australia has a unique problem where housing, a need, is treated as an investment, one that is uniquely not allowed to

be seen as a risk. 

In Australia rentals are getting harder to find, renters have fuck all rights and prices are skyrocketing. Meanwhile,

any attempt at meaningful action is met with media outlets and rich politicians cherry-picking stories of struggling

homeowners, before doing nothing to help them either. 

Instead, the government announces programs to ‘help owners’ who want to buy even more properties to rent out. So

sorry anyone who doesn’t own a large investment portfolio, I guess we all deserve to go fucking homeless!

Maybe we can all go live in those fucking submarines!

Another dread for young people is student debt, or ‘HECS HELP’ as we so patronisingly call it in this country. ‘Oh I

am going to be in debt for the rest of my life, but it’s called HELP, well then how fucking helpful.’

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/housing/estimating-homelessness-census/latest-release


HECS debt indexation is rising so fast, making it harder and harder to pay off, but the closest thing we can get to

actually addressing this growing crisis that further entrenches the growing income inequality is having people who

went to uni for free scoffing while they tell us that this is the ‘good type of debt’. A phrase that would be too on the

nose for a cheesy rich guy villian in a soap opera to say.

And the planet that all these other issues occur on, Earth, this one, is deteriorating. Climate change is only getting

worse. Even our current government is shovelling billions of dollars on new fossil fuel projects, while calling it ‘green

energy’, for the simple reason that they won’t have to live through the disasters these decisions cause. They set the

rules so it’s not legally considered corruption to give fossil fuel companies billions of taxpayer money and in return

collect hundreds of thousands of dollars in donations to the parties.

But even more soul crushing than that is what happens when we protest the destruction of our planet. If we

peacefully protest for the sake of our species, we are thrown in jail for longer than paedophiles are. Meanwhile, when

Terfs and Nazis threaten violence over plans to read books to children, governments fold to their demands. 

Gen Z are the most openly LGBTQ+ generation. We support and stan our LGBTQ+ friends. The world doesn’t. Vile

hatred is normalised and perpetuated by the media. Our PM is hanging out with Kyle Sandilands and is yet again

dropping transphobic dog whistles, this time while chatting with Piers Morgan.

All these factors play into the fact that Gen Z is the most depressed generation ever. It’s why vaping is so popular

with young people. I don’t vape, but a lot of my friends do. They know it’s bad for them, but it’s also the only semi-

affordable vice left to help cope with everything else. But the 

government had to appease Boomer fears and ban vaping, while 

smoking, which is worse in every way, remains 

legal. That’s like banning drink-driving but legalising absolutely 

fuckeyed driving.

This is the Tim Smith of policy decisions. A decision made by 

a generation of politicians who all did cocaine when they were 

our age. Zoomers can’t afford cocaine! This would be like if the 

environment minister spent all day posting photos of her 

holding koalas saying she wants to save the koalas meanwhile 

approving shit tonnes of new coal and gas projects to fuck,

 sorry ‘frack’, the planet for decades to come… Oh wait!

Maybe if they really want young people to stop vaping and stop being so social media obsessed, they should start

working to address the systemic issues that lead people to being so depressed and disenfranchised by the oppressive

systems they control?

I have seen kids and teens articulate the problems with the world better than those who are meant to be trying to

solve them. This is because young people are experiencing these problems. We aren’t naive, we are sharp and aware.

We are too smart to have any hope for this broken system, and until anyone starts trying to actually do anything

about it, the only question to ask is are young people just depressed, or are we depressed and angry enough to do

something about it? And to those in power and older than me: when are you going to grow up and take some fucking

responsibility? You live in the real world now buddy, fix your shit.



T h e  o t h e r  S u n d a y ,  i n  t h e  p u b ,  I  r e a d  o n e  o f
t h o s e  S u n d a y  m a g a z i n e s  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  s a i d
R o a l d  D a h l  b o o k s  a r e  b e i n g  e d i t e d  a n d
c e n s o r e d  b y  “ S e n s i t i v i t y  R e a d e r s ”  s o  a s  n o t  t o
o f f e n d  m o d e r n  a u d i e n c e s .  I  l o o k e d  i t  u p  a n d
i t ’ s  t r u e ,  s e r i o u s l y ,  g o o g l e  i t .  

T h e  O o m p a - L o o m p a s  i n  C h a r l i e  a n d  t h e
C h o c o l a t e  F a c t o r y  a r e  n o w  d e s c r i b e d  a s
" s m a l l "  i n s t e a d  o f  " t i n y " ,  a n d  t h e y ’ r e  g e n d e r -
n e u t r a l ,  T h e  B F G  n o  l o n g e r  t u r n s  " w h i t e  a s  a
s h e e t ! "  b u t  n o w  s t a y s  " s t i l l  a s  a  s t a t u e ! " ,  a n d
t h e  t r a c t o r s  i n  T h e  F a n t a s t i c  M r  F o x  a r e  n o
l o n g e r  b l a c k .

T h e s e  l a s t  t w o  e d i t s  l e f t  m e  w i t h  o n e  h a n d  o n
m y  h e a d  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  s c r a t c h i n g  m y  a r s e  i n
c o n f u s i o n .  A  t r a c t o r  i s  a  m a c h i n e  a n d  b l a c k  i s  a
c o l o u r .  W h o  o r  w h a t  i s  b e i n g  o f f e n d e d ?  A r e
w h i t e  s h e e t s  r a c i s t ?  I  k n o w  t h o s e  K K K
a s s h o l e s  w o r e  t h e m ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  h a r d l y  t h e
s h e e t ’ s  c h o i c e .  I  h a v e  n o  i d e a .

S o ,  I  l o o k e d  i n t o  t h i s ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  t e r m
“ S e n s i t i v i t y  R e a d e r ” .  T h e  C a m b r i d g e
D i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n e s  a  S e n s i t i v i t y  R e a d e r  a s :
“ s o m e o n e  w h o  r e a d s  d o c u m e n t s ,  b o o k s ,  e t c .  i n
o r d e r  t o  c h e c k  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o n t a i n
a n y t h i n g  t h a t  m i g h t  u p s e t  o r  o f f e n d  p e o p l e  w h o
r e a d  t h e m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b e f o r e  t h e y  a r e
p u b l i s h e d . ”

S o ,  y o u  m i g h t  a s k ,  " W h a t ' s  M a h o n e  o n  a b o u t ?
W h a t ’ s  w r o n g  w i t h  n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  o f f e n d
p e o p l e ?  W e l l ,  t h a t  d e p e n d s  o n  w h o  d e c i d e s
w h a t ’ s  o f f e n s i v e .

N o w  I  w a n t  t o  b e  v e r y  c l e a r  a b o u t  t h i s !  I f  y o u
w r i t e  a  b o o k  a n d  w a n t  t o  h i r e  a  s e n s i t i v i t y
r e a d e r  t o  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  d o n ’ t  p i s s  a n y o n e
o f f ,  g o  a h e a d ,  a n d  I ’ l l  s u p p o r t  y o u  a l l  t h e  w a y .  

I t  a l l  s t a r t s  t o  t w i s t  m y  m e l o n  w h e n  i t  c o m e s
t o  a l r e a d y  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k s ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e
p e o p l e  d e c i d i n g  w h a t  y o u  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o
r e a d  h a v e  v e r y  r e s t r i c t i v e  v i e w  o f  w h a t ’ s  o k .
T h e s e  d u d e s  a r e  d e c i d i n g  w h a t ’ s  g o o d  f o r  y o u
a n d  w h a t ’ s  n o t .  A n d  t h a t  i s  a  b i g  f u c k i n g
p r o b l e m .  

W e l l ,  f o r  a  s t a r t ,  w h o  a r e  t h e s e  p e o p l e ? ?  I
d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h o  t h e y  a r e  o r  w h a t  m e a s u r e  o f
o k  t h e y ’ r e  u s i n g .  W h o  m a d e  t h e m  b o o k - Y o d a ?
W h a t  i f  t h e y  d e c i d e  e n t i r e  b o o k s  a r e
o f f e n s i v e ?  T h e n  w e ’ r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  B i g
B r o t h e r  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r ,  a s  a  S e n s i t i v i t y  R e a d e r
w o u l d  s a y ,  B i g  S i b l i n g  t e r r i t o r y .  

T h a t  c o u l d  n e v e r  h a p p e n ,  r i g h t ?  O h ,  s h i t ,
h a n g  o n ,  t h a t ’ s  a l r e a d y  h a p p e n i n g .  Y e s ,  i t ’ s  i n
t h e  U S ,  b u t  a s  y o u ’ l l  s e e ,  w e ’ r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  g o
d o w n  t h e  s l i p p e r y  s l o p e  h e r e  t o o .

Padadoz Mahone
Oh, Go Away, Wendy



A  r e c e n t  G u a r d i a n  a r t i c l e ,  ‘ E a t i n g  a w a y  a t
d e m o c r a c y ’  q u o t e d  a  s t u d y  b y  P e n  A m e r i c a ,  a
n o n - p r o f i t  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n
i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  r e p o r t e d  “ 3 , 3 6 2  i n s t a n c e s  o f  b o o k
b a n s  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  l i b r a r i e s
b e t w e e n  J u l y  2 0 2 2  a n d  J u n e  2 0 2 3 ,  a f f e c t i n g
1 , 5 5 7  d i f f e r e n t  t i t l e s . ”  

I f  y o u ’ r e  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  h o r r o r s  m u s t  h a v e
b e e n  i n  t h e s e  b o o k s ,  t h e n  p r e p a r e  t o  b e
u n d e r w h e l m e d ,  c o n f u s e d ,  b u t  n o t  r e a l l y
s u r p r i s e d ,  a n d  a n g r y  a l l  a t  o n c e .  
T h e  b o o k s  m o s t l y  c o v e r e d  L G B T Q +  i n d i v i d u a l s ,
t r a n s g e n d e r ,  a n d  /  o r  w h a t  s o m e  p e o p l e  c a l l
“ w o k e ”  c h a r a c t e r  t h e m e s  b u t  i n c l u d e  b o o k s  t h a t
c o v e r  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  t h a t  r i g h t - w i n g  t y p e s
f i n d  i n c o n v e n i e n t  o r  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .

 

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n e  b o o k  t h a t  i s  b a n n e d  i n  F l o r i d a
i s  T h e  L i f e  o f  R o s a  P a r k s .  R o s a  P a r k s  w a s  t h e
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  w o m a n  a r r e s t e d  f o r  r e f u s i n g
t o  g i v e  u p  h e r  s e a t  o n  t h e  b u s  t o  w h i t e
p a s s e n g e r s  i n  M o n t g o m e r y ,  A l a b a m a .  I t  w a s  t h e
l a w  t h a t  b l a c k  p e o p l e  h a d  t o  m o v e  s o  w h i t e
p e o p l e  c o u l d  s i t .  R o s a ’ s  a r r e s t  l e d  t o  t h e
M o n t g o m e r y  B u s  B o y c o t t ,  w h i c h  h e l p e d  k i c k
s t a r t  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  m o v e m e n t .  

T h r o u g h  h e r  a c t  o f  b r a v e r y ,  a n d  i t  w a s  b r a v e r y
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  w h e r e  R o s a  l i v e d ,  t h e
l y n c h i n g  o f  b l a c k  p e o p l e  b y  t h o s e  w h i t e  s h e e t -
w e a r i n g  a s s h o l e s  I  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  w e r e
c o m m o n .  S h e  b e c a m e  a  s y m b o l  o f  d i g n i t y  a n d
s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e q u a l i t y  f o r  A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n s .

S o  y e a h ,  a  b o o k  a b o u t  h e r  l i f e  i s  b a n n e d  i n
F l o r i d a ,  b e c a u s e  o f  c o u r s e  i t  i s .  W h a t  e l s e
w o u l d  w e  e x p e c t  i n  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e  s c h o o l
c u r r i c u l u m  t e l l s  k i d s  t h a t  s l a v e s  “ b e n e f i t t e d
f r o m  s l a v e r y ” .  A n d  I ’ m  n o t  e v e n  j o k i n g  a b o u t
t h a t  l a s t  b i t .

T h e  b o o k  t h a t  h a s  t h e  m o s t  s t a t e  b a n s  i s
G e n d e r  Q u e e r :  A  M e m o i r ,  b y  M a i a  K o b a b e .
T h i s  b o o k  i s  b a n n e d  i n  d o z e n s  o f  s c h o o l
d i s t r i c t s  a n d  r e m o v e d  f r o m  l i b r a r i e s  i n  s e v e r a l
s t a t e s  i n c l u d i n g  A l a s k a ,  I o w a ,  T e x a s ,  a n d
P e n n s y l v a n i a .  O n e ,  n o t  m e n t a l  r e v i e w  o f  t h i s
b o o k  s a i d  t h a t  i t ’ s  “ a  d e e p l y  p e r s o n a l
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  g e n d e r  i d e n t i t y
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  l i f e ,  a l l  a t  o n c e  g e n t l e ,
c h a r m i n g ,  a n d  h o r r i f i c . ”  T h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  r a i l e d
a g a i n s t  t h e  b o o k  s a i d  i t  w a s  “ d i s g u s t i n g ,
p o r n o g r a p h i c ,  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ” .  F o r  f u c k ’ s  s a k e .
T H E  G A Y  I N D O C T R I N A T I O N  A G E N D A  D O E S
N O T  E X I S T !

B a n n e d  c l a s s i c s

S o m e  o f  t h e  p r o b a b l y  m o r e  w e l l - k n o w n  b o o k s
t h a t  a r e  b a n n e d  i n  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s ,  a n d  t h e
r e a s o n s  g i v e n  f o r  b a n n i n g  t h e m  i n c l u d e :  

M a y a  A n g e l o u ’ s  1 9 6 9  m e m o i r  I  K n o w  W h y  t h e
C a g e d  B i r d  S i n g s ,  b a n n e d  b e c a u s e  i t ’ s  “ l i k e l y
t o  c o r r u p t  m i n o r s ,  p r o f a n i t y ,  d r u g  a b u s e ,
s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  c o n d u c t ”

M a r g a r e t  A t t w o o d ’ s  T h e  H a n d m a i d ’ s  T a l e :
“ o f f e n s i v e  t o  C h r i s t i a n s ,  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t ”  ( F u n
f a c t :  a f t e r  s o m e  r i g h t  w i n g  b e l l e n d s  b u r n e d
c o p i e s  o f  i t ,  A t t w o o d  a n d  h e r  p u b l i s h e r s
r e s p o n d e d  b y  p r o d u c i n g  a n  “ u n - b u r n a b l e ”
e d i t i o n  m a d e  f r o m  f i r e p r o o f  m a t e r i a l s . )

J K  R o w l i n g ’ s  H a r r y  P o t t e r  a n d  t h e  S o r c e r e r ’ s
S t o n e ,  a k a  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r ’ s  s t o n e :  “ s a t a n i c ,
o f f e n s i v e  t o  C h r i s t i a n s ”

J o h n  S t e i n b e c k ’ s  T h e  G r a p e s  o f  W r a t h :  O n e  o f
t h e  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  f o r  w h y  t h i s  w a s  b a n n e d  i n
K e r n  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  w a s  s i m p l y ,  “ l i e s ” .

Rosa Parks’ mug shot



H e r e  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C h r i s t i a n
l o b b y  i s  g e t t i n g  o n  t h e  b o o k - b a n n i n g
b a n d w a g o n .  T h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t o r ,  W e n d y
F r a n c i s  h a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  s e x - e d u c a t i o n  b o o k s  a s
“ o b s c e n i t y ”  a n d  “ f i l t h ”  a n d  r e c e n t l y  s u c c e e d e d
i n  g e t t i n g  M e l i s s a  K a n g ’ s  b o o k ,  W e l c o m e  t o
S e x  t a k e n  d o w n  f r o m  B i g  W  s h e l v e s .  W e n d y
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  a l l  b e  r e a d i n g  t h e  b i b l e
t o  o u r  k i d s .  

T h e y ’ v e  e v e n  g o n e  a s  f a r  a s  t o  u r g e  C h r i s t i a n s
t o  v i s i t  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  s e n d  p h o t o s  o f  “ h a r m f u l ”
c h i l d r e n ’ s  b o o k s  f o r  t h e i r  c h a n c e  t o  r e c e i v e  a
p r i z e .  N o ,  i t ’ s  n o t  f r e e  t i c k e t s  t o  a  b u r l e s q u e
s h o w ,  i t ’ s  a  c h i l d ’ s  b o o k  w r i t t e n  b y  W e n d y
F r a n c i s  h e r s e l f ,  t i t l e d ,  Y o u  C a n ’ t  W a v e  t o
J e s u s  i f  Y o u r  H a n d s  a r e  F u l l  o f  P e n i s !  O k a y ,  I
m a d e  t h a t  b i t  u p ,  i t ’ s  t i t l e d ,  W h a t  A r e  L i t t l e
B o y s  M a d e  O f .  J u s t  i m a g i n e  h o w  s h i t  t h a t  b o o k
i s .  

T o  m e ,  W e n d y  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  f a c e  o f
i n t o l e r a n t ,  p r u d i s h ,  y e t  s n e e r i n g  m o r a l i t y .
P e o p l e  l i k e  W e n d y  w a n t  t o  t e l l  y o u  h o w  t o  t h i n k
a n d  a c t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  b e l i e f s .   T h e y  f e e l
u n c o m f o r t a b l e  s o  t h e y  t h i n k  y o u  s h o u l d  t o o .
F u c k  t h a t ,  a n d  f u c k  t h e m .  T h e y ' r e  o f t e n  g h a s t l y
p e o p l e ,  f u l l  o f  h a t e  f o r  a n y o n e  w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n t
i d e a  t h a n  t h e i r  o w n  n a r r o w  v i e w  o f  r i g h t  a n d
w r o n g .  T h e y  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  t e l l  m e  o r  y o u
w h a t  w e  s h o u l d  r e a d .  

A n y o n e  w h o  i s  o k  w i t h  a  w o r l d  t h a t  i s  f u l l  o f
p e o p l e  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  v i e w s  a n d  v a l u e s
w e l c o m e s  t h o s e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y ’ r e
u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  W e  c a n ' t  l e t  W e n d y  c o n t r o l
w h a t  w e  b e l i e v e  b e c a u s e  i t  o u t r a g e s  h e r  a n d
h e r  s m a l l - m i n d e d  v i e w s .  F u c k  o f f  W e n d y .  

T o d a y ,  y o u  c a n  t a k e  a  s t a n d  a g a i n s t  h e r  a n d
h e r  g a n g  o f  c r u s a d e r s .  G o  t o  a  l i b r a r y  a n d  p i c k
o n e  o f  t h o s e  b o o k s ,  b a n n e d  i n  t h e  U S ,  w h i l e
y o u  s t i l l  c a n .  T h e n  s i t  a n d  j u s t  r e a d  f o r  a  w h i l e .

T h e  l i s t  g o e s  o n  a n d  i n c l u d e s  b o o k s  b y  G e o r g e
O r w e l l ,  J a m e s  J o y c e ,  W i l l i a m  G o l d i n g ,  a n d
E r n e s t  H e m m i n g w a y .  A n d ,  t o  s h o w  t h e  a b s o l u t e
f u c k e d n e s s  o f  t h e s e  b a n s ,  H a r p e r  L e e ’ s  T o  K i l l  a
M o c k i n g b i r d ,  b a n n e d  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d s
" d a m n "  a n d  " w h o r e  l a d y ” .  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h e s e
f u c k e r s  a r e  m o r e  o f f e n d e d  b y  s w e a r i n g  t h a n  t h e
a p p a l l i n g  r a c i s m  t h e  b o o k s  s p e a k s  a b o u t .  

P o r n  i n  s c h o o l s ?

A n d  t h i s  c e n s o r i n g  o f  s t u f f  s o m e  p e o p l e  d o n ’ t
l i k e  i s n ’ t  l i m i t e d  t o  b o o k s .  B a c k  i n  F l o r i d a ,  a
s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l  n a m e d  H o p e  C a r r a s q u i l l a  w a s
f i r e d  a f t e r  o u t r a g e d  p a r e n t s  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t
s h e ’ d  s h o w n  s t u d e n t s  “ p o r n o g r a p h y ” .   T h i s
h o r r i f i c  e v e n t  h a p p e n e d  i n  a  c l a s s  o n  c l a s s i c a l
I t a l i a n  a r t ,  a n d  t h e  p o r n o g r a p h y  i n  q u e s t i o n  w a s
a  p i c t u r e  o f  M i c h e l a n g e l o ' s  s t a t u e  o f  D a v i d .  T h e
V i c t o r i a  a n d  A l b e r t  M u s e u m  c a l l  D a v i d  “ o n e  o f
t h e  g r e a t e s t  m a s t e r p i e c e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a r t ” ,
b u t  a l l  t h e  p e a r l - c l u t c h e r s  s e e  i s  p o r n o g r a p h y !

Wendy Francis from the Australian Christian 
lobby says sex-ed books are "fi lth".

Michelangelo’s David, dressed for Florida School Censors
would like to see him
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